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Ps ALM Ixxviu. 3z 4. 


hat [things] we have heard, and 
known, and our fathers have told 
us, We will: not bide them from 
their children; ſbewing to the ge- 
neration to come, the praiſes of the 


Lord; and his firength and his 
wonder ful works that he hath done. 


HEN the Pſalmiſt in theſe words 
ſpeaks of the wonderful works 
which God bath done, it is but natu- 
ral to underſtand him, as referring 
do the remarkable diſpenſations of 

his providence towards Iſrael his ancient peo- 
ple. In theſe he had given many an affecting 
diſplay of his perfections; and on account of 
theſe he appeared to the whole world a 
God wworthy to be praiſed. And therefore the 
preſerving the memory of theſe great events 
i here, with great propriety, expreſſed by a 
hhewing, even to poſterity, the praiſes of the 
A Lord, 


| > i #9 if 2 Þ | F SAS, 
Lord, and his , trength, . whoſe irreſiſtible 
power, and univerſal dominion had been 
manifeſted by them. Accordingly this ap- 
pears to have been one principal intent of 
this pſalm: which preſents us with a ſumm 

account of Gop's dealings towards Iſrael, a; 
a nation, from their firſt deliverance out of 
Egypt by ſuch a train of wonders, down to 
the days of David, and his quiet ſettlements 
in the throne ; under whoſe government their 
civil polity, was fully ſettled, their dominion 
enlarged, and their name rendered famous 
and honourable among their neighbour na- 
tions. With the mention of his advance- 
ment to the throne the Pſalm cloſes ; which 
renders it probable, that it was compoſed in 
his time; if not alſo, that it was compoſed 


upon the joyful occaſion of the kingdom's In 
being eſtabliſhed in his hand, and the ſuc- neſs 0! 
ceſſion fixed in his family, —However that we b 
be; it is certain, that under his reign. they en- brief 
Joyed, as a nation, a proſperity greatly ſupe- _ | 
rior to what they had ever known: before. * i 
And to prevent therefore their abuſing it, , T 
through a forgetfulneſs of God their great 8 0 
benefactor, and their obligations to his good- mY 


neſs, this pſalm may be thought to have been 
compoſed : reminding them what had been 
the dealings of God with their fathers, and 
what their carriage to their God; how won- 


derfully he had appeared for them, how un- 
x grate 


are 
0" Ly * 
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gutefully they had behaved towards him, 
how ſeyerely they had ſmarted for it, and 


2 how ready, notwithſtanding all, they had 
# ſound their God to appear in their favour in 
the hour of their diſtreſs. And how could 
2 ſuch a facred ſong as this be more properly 
of introduced, than with the declaration we have 
to read you; which we may thereupon conſi- 


der as expreſſing, not only the particular in- 
tent of the ſacred penman, but alſo, what 
would doubtleſs be the pious purpoſe of all 
the truly religious among them ? What things 
we have heard and known, and our fathers 
have told us, we will not hide them from their 
children; ſhewing to the generation to come the 
fraiſes of the Lord, and his ſtrengtb, and bis 
wonderful works that he hath done.” 
In order to our juſtifying the reaſonable- 
wſs of this reſolution, (with which therefore 
we begin) there will need no more, than 
briefly to repreſent the *proper grounds of it. 
And theſe we may ſum up under theſe three 
heads : 577 . 
The obligation they knew themſelves un- 
der to perpetuate the true knowledge and wor- 
ſhip of God among their poſterity ; 

The fitneſs of preſerving in their minds 
a remembrance of his remarkable appearan- 
ces, as a mean to this end; and 

The gratitude they owed to him, who 
bad ſo often been their gracious deliverer, 


Wy. In 


* 


2 [41 
In each of | theſe. teſpects there will pet. 
haps be thought to haye been ſome what pe- 
culiar to the caſe of that ancient favoured 
people; which might make a refolution; like 
this now before us, in an eſpecial -mahuer 
becoming and neceſſary for them. — But 
there is that alſo in theſe conſiderations, from 
whence the obligation may be argued-more 
generally; and we in theſe nations may in 
like manner conclude our own obligation, and 
it ſhould therefore inſpire us with a like re- 
ſolution : even that what: we have ſeen and 
known ourſelves, or have beard from our fe- 
tbers, and they. have told us, of the twonder- 
ful works God bath done for us as a na- 
tion and people, Zheſe ue will not hide from 
our children, &c. On each of theſe: conſi- 
derations therefore I would beg leave to in- 
ſiſt a little, as preparatory to thoſe reflection 
which will more directly reſpect our happy 
eircumſtances in theſe nations, and the occa- 
Gon of our preſent aſſembling. 


I. That, which was firſt mentioned as im- 
plied in the reſolution of our text, was the 
obligation they were under to train up their 
deſcendants in the knowledge and worſhip 
of the true God : that it might not only be 
preſerved pure through their own times, but 
be tranſmitted down to their lateſt poſterity 
in the fame purity. Nor was this, what they 
of that nation could ever have the leaſt room 


1s! 


to queſtion.---When Abraham their illuſtri- 


| ous anceſtor. was firſt. called of God out of 


the land of his fathers, called away from an 
dolatrous land and family, what was it fort 
Even that in his houſe the knowledge and 
worſhip, of Jehovab, the creator of heaven 
and earth, might be preſerved ſtill. , And 
what thereupon were God's expectations from 
this bis faithful Servant, thoſe well known 
words of his declare: I know Abrabam, that 
he will command his children and his houſhold 
after him, 10 as that they ſhall keep the way of 
the Lord (a), maintain his pure religion and 
worſhip,-as well as do judgment and juſtice with 
teſpect to thoſe around them. According- 
ly, when in after times his poſterity were 
multiplied greatly, ſo as that they became a 
numerous people, and were ſettled in Canaan 
as a diſtin& nation; ſtill was this one of the 
principal part of the ſcheme: providence was 
carrying on by all: even that his knowledge 
and true worſhip might not be loſt from off 
the earth ; that while other nations had left 
the Creator to worſhip his creatures, his wor- 
ſhip might at leaſt be preſerved among bit 
people ; and from them be propagated among 
others too, if there were any willing and 
diſpoſed to receive it. To this purpoſe ferv- 
ed many particular - inſtitutions . of their re- 
ligion ; calculated as they evidently were, to 
keep them a ſeparate people, to guard 3515 
25 . eir 


(a) Gen. xvii. 19. 


[C6 
their contracting too great a familiarity wich 
the nations around them, in order to their 
being preſerved from the contagion of their 
idolatry. In conſequence of this, it was ex- 
preſsly injoined that people, that they ſhould 
take care this worſhip of the true God might 
be kept up among their poſterity after them, 
and ſhould diligently inſtruct them in, and 
train them up in a regard to it. I need not 
to this purpoſe to refer you now to more 
than this one moſt expreſs paſſage : Hear 
O Iſrael, the Lord thy God is one Lord. And 
thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thine 
beart, and. with all thy foul, and with all thy 
might (b). Him ſhalt thou worſhip with 
ſincereſt affection; but unto him only be this 
thy worſhip paid.” The grand fandamen- 
tal principle and law this of their whole re- 
ligion,——It follows immediately hereupon: 
And theſe words which I command thee- thit 
day fhall be in thine heart; and thou fhalt teach 
them diligently unto thy children; and ſhalt 
talk of them when thou art in thine, houſe, and 
when thou walkeff by the way, and when thou 
lie down, and when thou riſeſt up. Thus 
was it required of them to take frequent 
opportunities of inſtructing their children, and 
inſtilling into their minds, in the moſt fa- 
miliar and effectual manner, a veneration for 
"Ap the only true God, and a regard for 
his pure worſhip. Indeed, in what other 
light 


(b) Deut vi. 4=7- Compare ibid, ch. xi. 18, 19. 


[77] 


light could, they, themſelves conſider it, but 


| as what was their own moſt valuable and pecu- 


lar priviledge,, that they were diſtinguiſhed 
with the knowledg e of God, and the manner 
in which he — be worſhipped, beyond: ſo 
many of the nations around them? But was 
it for themſelves alone they were thus favour- 
ed with it? Or muſt they not regard it as, 

what indeed. it was, a facred depoſit, commit- 
ted to their truſt, to be carefully preſerved, 

and piouſly tranſmitted to their poſterity, from 
one generation to another? 

But were then obligations of this kind been 
lar to the ſews? Are not ve alſo under a like 
obligation? For what is religien? that I mean 
which deſerves the name. What, but the 
knowledge and worſhip of the true God, in a 
manner agreeable to his nature, and the re- 
velation he hath made of this will? Such a 
knowledge and worſhip of him as leads and 
engages to, and iflues in, an imitation of his 
moral character, and a dutiful obedience to 
his commands.—-And is this the concern of 
ene generation only ? Muſt it not be that of 
all, through every ſucceſſive age? The whole 


of man 00 this certainly muſt be; his whole 
Intereſt, as it is the ſum of his duty, and that 
of every man, The higheſt perſonal intereſt 
of every individual muſt depend upon it, and 
that for both worlds. And experience hath 


e wn i in a a variety of inſtances, that the pub- 
lic 


(e) Ecclel. xii. 13. 


ee 

ie intereſts o atfons and communities ha 
à connexion with it *too.—And is this then 2 
thing to be regarded by any with a careleſs and 
mdifferent eye; unconcerned though it ſhould 
die with us, and be entirely loft from amo 

dur poſterity? No one ſurely, who himſelf 
juſtly values and hath it at heart, can treat it 
in this manner, The divine word till for. 
"bids this, while it makes the duty of chriſtian 
parents to train up their children in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord (d). Nor is it eafy 
to conceive how there can be any thing either 
of a real zeal for God and his glory, or of a 
-wiſe and judicious affection for poſterity, 
where there is no lively ſerions concern dil- 
Covered to fulfil theſe obligations. 5 
F proceed. The next thing we are here 


* 
* 


to attend to is, | 


II. The fitneſs of the method here reſolved 
on to anſwer this great end: the advantage 
to be derived from a keeping up the memory 
of God's wonderful works, with reſpect to the 
preſerving a regard to his true religion and 
worſhip through ſucceeding generations. 

And ſoon will this be manifeſt when it is 

conſidered, with what views, and for what 

. purpoſes they were wrought at firſt, —Was it 
not, that they might afford to men a convinc- 
ing undeniable proof of his power and domini- 

vn; of his ſuperiority to all the idol deities 

which the heathen worſhipped, of his being 


5 indeed 
(e) Eph, vi. 4. 
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indeed the univerſal ruler and lord? Dio thee 
was! it ſhown” (e) (ſo Moſes obſerved to that 
people, ſpeaking: of his wonderful appear- 
ances in their favour in Egypt, at the Red-ſea, 
at Horeb, &.) that the Lord be is God, there 
ir none elſe befides him. And Jethro's conclu- 
fon was an every way reaſonable one : Now 

f: I 4now that Febovah is greater than at 
gods, for wherein they, the deluded worſhip- 
pers of thoſe deities, dealt proudly, be was a- 
tove them. Did they reflect an honour upon Iſ- 
rel, in whoſe favour they were wrought, as 
being an acknowledgment of them for Jeho- 
wh's people; and a "teſtimony of his ſpecial 
gracious regard to them? They were at the 
ame time a ſtanding evidence to them, and 
to the world around them, that Jehovah, the 
God of Iſrael, was the only true and living 
God. In conſequence of this they were fur- 
ther defigned-to 'be new and more powerful 
engagements of that people to an obedience to 
his laws. I am 'the Lord, which hallo you, 
* who have ſeparated you from all other na- 
tions to be my peculiar people, that brought 
jou out of the land of Egypt to be your Go. 
Therefore ſhall ye keep my commandments and do 
them (g). And thereupon they were intended 
too for the encouragement of their truſt (h) in 
his 22 and goodneſs in ny future di- 
ſtreis and danger, as long as they kept cloſe to 

B — 

(e) Deut. iv. 35, &c. Exod, xviii. 11. (g) Lev. 
1 G = . A. 24. (h) Bau. Sh 18. 


[x0] 
their duty—But it is plain, that in each of theſe 
views they contained the moſt powerful mo- 
tives, that could be ſuggeſted to keep them ſted- 
faſt in their adherence to his true religion, in 
oppoſition to the idolatry that prevailed ſo ge- 
nerally around them. And the keeping up 
therefore the remembrance. of theſe works of 
God muſt have been of the laſt importance 
to this end. 

6 — they were not leſt at liberty 
here. Their God himſelf had by an expreſs 
injunction required this of them: having ot- 
dered ſtanding memorials to be ſet up of his ſur- 
prizing appearances in their favour ; and inſti- 

tuted ſacred feaſts to be ſtatedly obſerved: by 
them, with ſome ſpecial rites; that when 
their children ſhould inquire into their reaſon 
and deſign, and (i) 4: What mean you by this 
ſervice? they ſhould ſhew- them in that d 
what the Lord their God had done for them. 
To theſe divine orders the Pſalmiſt refers in 
the words that immediately follow our text, 


(k) For be eftabli iſhed a teſtimony in Facob, and 


appointed a law in Hruel; which he commanded 


our fathers, that they ſhould make. them known 
to their children: 5 the generation to come 
might know, them, even the children which ſhould 
be born, who ſhould ariſe and declare them unto 
their ch dren; that they might. ſet their bope in 


Cad, and not forget the. works F God, but keep 
bis commandments. 
ce But 


(i) Exod. 12 26, 27. (k) Plat Ixxviii, 5. 
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© But that nation was under a Theocracy: 
God was 1n 4 * ſpecial ſenſe their king and 
governor ; and all the affairs of that pe _ 
— under his immediate conduct and in 
ence. And on that account his various inter- 
ſures in their favour may be thought to have 
challenged ſome ſpecial notice from them; and 
they to have-been under ſome peculiar obli- 
gations to | perpetuate the remembrance of 
them.” It is allowed that they were ſo— 
But ſtill, is there any of the greater events re- 
lating to other nations and people, any of the 
changes and revolntions that take place among 
them, or of the remarkable deliverances they 
obtain from threatening ruin, but what may, 
what ought to be conſidered, as, in a very 
proper ſenſe, his doing: who is the "moſt High, 
who ruleth in the 41 ngdoms of men, (I) and 
appointeth over them whomſoever he will? And 
they are all ſtill deſigned by him as diſplays of 
his perfections, and proofs of his government; 
4 that there is a God that judgeth the earth (m). 
And of theſe works of God it holds true, 
that they alſo are great; (n) ſo great as well 
to deſerve to be attended to, and ſought out 
of his ſervants with diligence and vhafure; 
and that by them he hath made himſelf a memo- 
rial, as a Lord who is gracious, and full of 
compaſſion.— And it muſt therefore be greatly 
for the intereſt of true religion in every age, 


B 2 | that 


() Dan, v. 21. (m) Pfal, Iviii, 11, (n) Plal, cxi, 
2 4+ V. Hammond in loc, | 
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that the memory of - theſe his wor ksbe- pre 


III. To theſe conſiderations we may pto- 
perly add a third; viz. The gratitude due to 
that God who had fo often and ſo wonderful. 
I appeared for them;—T will deliver tber, 
and thou' fhalt glorifie me (p). $9 is God him- 
ſelf ſomewhere introduced as declaring, what 
are his expectations from a ſaved people. And 
never were expectations more juſt: as no ob- 
ligations are more undeniable than theirs, for 
whom he hath done ſuch great things, to neg- 
le& no method proper to expreſs the thank- 
ful ſenſe they entertain of his mercies—On 
this ground do they ſtand charged with an in- 
excuſable ingratitude, who, aſter ſignal ap- 
pearances of his providence in their favour, re- 
turn not to give glory to God (q). But grati- 
tude ſutely requires no leſs from them, a care 
that his honour may not die with them; a 
concern that he may be ſtill honoured by 
thoſe, that ſhall come after them: that while 
they alſo ſhare in the happy fruits of the pub- 
lic mercies that have been beſtowed, they al- 
ſo may be made ſenſible of their obligations to 
their almighty benefactor, and may in their 
day continue to fhew forth his praiſe, _ 

For, that we may give this argument its 
proper weight, let it be conſidered, what were 
the. happy conſequences from theſe his won- 

585 : derful 


(0) Paal. I. 18. (q) Luke xvii, 18. 


* j . 
_— 
| a 

* F « os 


r 
8 


TS F 


Ko 


7 T FT > RT Bot T7 


U 


r 


(233) 
trful works for that people. To theſe they 
owed the continuance of his true religion as 
well as their civil rights; that they had the {- 
berty of publickly profeſſing it, and celebrating 
its facred rites themſelves : And to theſe ' no 
leſs they awed the liberty of training up their 
families alſo therein, without reſtraint or mo- 
eſtation. Both theſe they had been deprived 
of, had their God delivered them up to, Or. 
left them in, their enemies power-—And by 
what happy fruits could public deliverances be 
more juſtly endeared to them? For of all the 
parental rights there appears none more vala- 
able, or important, none. more unqueſtionable 
or more unalienable, than the right of educating 
their children in religious matters, agreeably 
to their own conſciences. It is indeed implied 
in, and makes a part of, that firſt right of hu- 
man nature, the liberty of inquiry, — Judge 

ing, each for himſelf, in matters of 
and then of practiſing according to the dic- 
tates of conſcience after ſuch inquiry. And 
like that, it can never be tamely giuen up, 
without guilt, nor denied to — 4 without 
manifeſt injuſtice. Nor is the injuſtice ever 
the leſs real, for its being, if at any time it 
ſhould be, even efabliſbed by a law (r). Even 
thoſe who may be the moſt forward to excuſe 
or think favourably of it, when practiſed on- 
ly towards. others, and thoſe too of a ſet 
hate, would hardly fail to feel and complain of, 
and 


r] Pſal. xciv. 20. 


1 


% 
and grievouſly reſent it, were the caſe ever t) 
be their own.---But- the peculiar unhappineſ 
here is, that thoſe molt likely to ſuffer by (ach 
_ hardſhips, and to have moſt quick and pain. 
ful feeling of them, are the men that leaſt of 
all dz/erve ſuch treatment: even the men of 
a tender conſcience ; whoſe own minds ate 
under the moſt lively ſenſe of the reality of 
the obligations of religion, and of its infinite 
importance. The leſs therefore will it ad- 
mit of an excuſe, whenever ſuch meaſures 
are perſued; and they have too often been ſo. 


Reſtraints upon education have been fre- 


quently found among the methods, whereby 
the enemies of truth, even for many ages, 
have endeavoured to ſuppreſs and extinguiſh 
it.] am ſenſible, Policy may in ſome caſes 
be thought to plead. for ſuch reſtraints: they 
may appear prudent and likely methods to 
prevent the growth of ſchiſm, and weaken, and 
by degrees deſtroy an obnoxious body of men, 
So the Egyptian tyrant of old, no doubt, 
pleaſed himſelf in the policy and wiſdom of 
his counſels, when in order to prevent the in- 
creaſe, to effect by degrees the deſtruction of 
the hated 1/-aelites, he ordered their new-born 
children to be caſt out, to the end they ſhould 
not live (0. But nevertheleſs, his was cer- 
tainly a. cruelty that admitted of no pallia- 
tion, And the hardſhip and injuſtice in the 
other caſe, though of a different kind and de- 
| gree, 
(f) Acts vit. 19, | 


| 1161 

ſeem uudeniable ſtill. The greater 
2 muſt be their obligation to the divine 
goodneſs, who being delivered by him (t), can 
Gemſelves' freely'ſerve him without frar, ac- 
cording to the dictates of their conſciences; 
and not only ſo, but can as freely train up 
their families too, without reſtraint and fear, 
in the manner they judge moſt agreeable to his 
vil. And from them gratitude certainly re- 
quires a diligent care to perpetuate, among 
their deſcendants, the memory of what their 
God hath thus done for them. One genera- 
tion ſhall praiſe thy works unto \another, and 
frail declare thy migbty acts (u). The fathers 
unto the children ſhall make known thy truth (x). 
What Toe have heard and known, what we 
bave been ourſelves the witnzſſes of in our own 
times, of which things we can ſpeak with the 
greateſt aſſurance from our own knowledge; 
but not theſe only, but what things our fa- 
thers have told us too, and we have heard from 
them, of the wworks God did in their days, and 
in the times of old, concerning which we have 
no reaſon to diſeredit their teſtimony: theſe 
will we not hide from our children and theirs ; 
ſhewing to the generation to come the praiſes of 
the Ld and bis ſtrength, and bis wonder far 
works which he hath done, © | 


It remains, that we apply theſe whe re- 
fections to our own happy circumſtances in 
theſe kingdoms, And to that end, as a natu- 


ral 
lt) Luke i, 74. (u) Pf, cxlv, 4. (x) Iſa, xxxviii, 19. 
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mal conſequence ftom the principles we ha 
þ 4 endeavouring to eſtabliſh, — — 
. The reaſonableneſe and propriety of the 
prefent ſerwice: That we diſtinguiſh this day 
with marks of peculiar regard, and celebrate 
it with ſome. ſpecial expreſſions of joy and 
. We are accordingly aſſembled 
ere this morning to pay our grateful. lomage 
to the King of 3 the peaceable and 
happy ſertlement of the preſent illuſtrious: fa. 
mily on the throne of theſe kingdoms, which 
happily took place as on this day; to acknow- 
ledge this as a remarkably ſeaſonable and gra- 
cious inter poſition of heaven, in favour of an 
unworthy people; and bleſs the name of that 
great deliverer, who bath bitberto helped us (y): 
and at the ſame time to unite our humble car- 
neſt ſupplications to the great ruler of the 
World, for the continuance and increaſe of 
his bleſſings on our ſovereign, and his whole 
houſe; and for the preſervation of the ſuccel- 
ſion to the throne uninterrupted in this royal 
houſe to the end of time. And for all this, 
how naturally may we aſk; (z) Is there nota 
cauſe? Who can doubt it that ever con ſidered 
the importance of the proteſtant ſucceſſion to 
the preſervation of ous religion, and liberties; 
or that knows any: thing of the repeated at- 
tempts to ſet it aſide, or the ſeaſonable inter- 
poſure of providence in its favour ? 1 
To 


00¹ Sam. vii. 12. (2) 1 Sam, xvii. 29. 


r . ²ĩ . 


— 


IA. 

To enter here into a pattieulat detail of the 
;blurdities and abominakions of popery is no 
part of my preſent deſign: your time forbids 
the attempting it; and the lively affecting 
news of them, that Have been given you on 
former occafiohs ofthis nature(a), render it the 
ls needful to enlarge upon them at reſent, 
—This however T cannot forbear to a here; 
Can popery ever be juſtly depended upon as A 
fiend 5 te civil. any Wenk to . reh- 
yious, liberties of mankind? * Can a prince 
rained up in a notion of his hereditary. inde- 


feafible right to a crown, and of his own. ab: 


ſoſute power, and high prerogative, ſuperior 
to all law, be expeted to ſubmit fo the. xe, 
ſtraints of "Jaw, and. to govern a free. peopl 1 
only atcotding to it? Or a | Pop iſb prince, to 
an honeſt hearty defender of the proteſ- 
tant faith ? As foon, and with, equal reaſon 
might we expect to gather grapes of thorns, 
Py of thiſtles (b). He may indeed promiſe it, 
may bring himſelf under ſolemn engagements 
may even confirm them by an od too.---Bul 
experience, that of 0ur fathers, (for we need go 
no farther than our own nation for convincing 
proofs) hath ſhewn us, and that | in more than 
one inſtance, that there are no. engagmen 
and oaths of this kind fo ſacred, but they y may 
be broken ; arid they' have not failed of beit 
ſo, when they flood in the way of, the fr fro- 


C ATA Sarin, 


14 4 


(a) See the Rev. Meſſ. Chandler and prior 8 ſermons, 
Augut I, 1749 and 1750, (b) Matt. vii. 16. 
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gative, or the good of holy church hath te- | 
quired it. Indeed, what rational dependance 3 
can ever be placed on the moſt ſolemn engage- 
ments, the moſt ſacred oaths, I will add, 
even on the known equity, humanity and ho- thoſe 
nour, of a prince: whoſe conſcience all the 
while is under a foreign direction; who is ne- 
ver at a loſs, where to apply for a diſpenſation 
from the moſt binding engagements, aki arts 
ever his affairs may be thought to need it; 


and who hath been taught from his cradle, as pp 
an article of his religion itſelf, that no faith i ts favou 
to be kept with heretics? _ were 

_ This our deliverer,the illuſtrious WILL 1am, ted ti 
well knew. The proteſlant religion, and the ſpair 


liberties of England were deeply inſcribed on 
bis heart, as well as on his ſtandard. His life ben 
he had often bravely ventured in their defence; have 
nor could he die with ſatisfaction, while con- to be 
cerns of this high i importance were left to the 
ſad hazard of a. precarious ſucceſſion, —The 
ſettling the ſucceſſion to the crown therefore 
on the illuſtrious houſe of our Sovereign, who 
now wears it with ſo much honour, was the 
effect of his wiſe counſels, and generous con- 
cern for our liberties and religion.— Be the 
reat Father of lights adored, who put it into 
| heart! And for it, we truſt, even future 
generations will riſe up, and call bis memuary 
2 
What however were the apprehenfions of 
the JR of this ſucceſſion, in 1 ſome follow- 
| ng 
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[ 19 ] | 
ing years, and what the hopes and triumphs of 
its enemies, needs not to be particularly men- 
toned here. And were either the one or the 
other altogether groundleſs? Let the annals of 
thoſe times tell: they will ſoon inform us, who 
were the per/ons that had moſt of the public 
countenance ; what kind of principles were a» 
yowed, and were . moſt encouraged; what 
arts were uſed to prejudice the minds of the 
people againſt the family, on whom the crown 
was ſettled by law, and diſpoſe them to think 
favourably of a change; and what ſchemes 
were laid, what methods taken to have effec- 
ted that by force, to which it was perhaps de- 


ſpaired of finding the nation, in general, 


heartily reconciled. —Only we, as proteſtant 
enters hope, we may be forgiven, if we 
have not forgot, who were apparently doomed 
to be the firſt ſacrifice, had an abjured popiſh 
ſucceflion taken place; who in the mean time 
were marked out as objects of general ab- 
horrence, and for what reaſons ; whoſe ad- 
miniſtrations were then invalidated, and their 
nght to the common name of chriſtians de- 
nied, and on what a truly /chi/matical princi- 
ple; a principle, which in its natural conſe- 
quence, (I inquire not into the de/ign of thoſe 
that propagated it with ſo much zeal) cuts off 
e much greater part of the proteſtant com- 
munion from the chriſtian church; or whoſe 
nphts as ſubjects were then ſtruck at; who in 
i word, were rendered incapable to ſerve the 
LW 0D C2 public, 


1 

public, or to ſerve either their neighbours ot 
themſelves in the education, of their chil. 
dren(c). And it is hardly probable, they 
who had gone ſo far againſt us intended to 
have ſtopped there —But he who changeth | 
| the times and the ſeaſons, who removeth kings 
and ſetteth them up (d), by an unexpected 
turn on this memorable day, (this day, from 
which the intended reſtraints upon our edu- 
cation were to have taken their date) defeated 
the ſchemes of our enemies before they were 
quite ripe for execution ; and opened the way 
for the proteſtant ſucceſſion peaceably to take 
place ; and brought that excellent prince, the 
Father of his.preſent majeſty to the throne 
without oppoſition: and the fone which the 
builders would have rejected was yet made the 
bead of the corner (e). But this truly was the 
Lord's doing, and it was marvellous in aur 
1 7 
Thus we regarded and judged of it ben; 
and were ready then to think it a mercy, 
that never could be forgotten, But, alas! it 
is in fact found no uncommon caſe, for the 
moſt lively impreſſions of gratitude and joy 
to weaken by length of time and almoſt die 
away, So Iſrael when firſt delivered from 
the Egyptian yoke, readily believed their God, 
and ſung his praiſe (f): but ſoon after all, 
(ab, how ſoon I) they forgat bis works, 1 
N 


(c) Vid. Beanett's Memorial, p. 398. (d) Dan ii. 2 
(f) Paal. cxviii, 22, 23. le) Pfal. cvi. 12, 13 
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loſt their ſenſe of the value of their delive- 
rance, and their obligation to their merciful 
alwighty Saviour; even to that degree, to be 
ſtupid enough to think favourably of a re- 
turn to Egypt. —O may a like ſtupidity 
and ingratitude never be juſtly chargeable an 
us, for whom Providence hath ſo often in- 
terpoſed, and done ſuch great things in our 
favour ! And to that end, may #his day and 
the mercies of it be thankfully remembered 
throughout every generation (g); as long as Great 
Britain (hall remain a free and proteſtant na- 
tion under the protection of a Prince of the 
family of our King ! and God grant, that may 
be, till Shiloh ſhall come again =" 
| Hereupon we conclude again from this 
ſubject, N ah 
2. What the proper and neceſſary improve- 


ment is, we ſhould make of ſuc public mer- 


memorate. What doth our God expect from 
a people ſo highly favoured, fo often deliver- 


tiſh the moſt affectionate ſenſe of his good 

neſs, and pay him the homage of our pub- 
lic praiſe :---that we be more careful thereupon 
to walk worthy of him unto all pleafing (h), and 


wer the great end of theſe his diſtinguiſhing 
favours :—that we ſuitably prize the bleſſings 
which he hath in ſo wonderful and gracious 

ih a man- 
(g) Eſther ix, 28; h] Col. i. 10. 


cies, as thoſe we are met this day to com- 


ed by him, as we have been? That we che- 


by a national reformation and obedience anſ- 


2 - 8 
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e 
a manner preſerved unto us, even thoſe moſt 
valiiable ones of the proteſtant religion, and 
a 7 government, and reſolve to tand faſt in 
the liberty wherewith he hath made us free (i): 
Sand that we be better united amongęſt 
ourſelves? Yes, theſe things he doubtleſs doth 
expect from us: but beſides theſe there is a- 
nother thing no leſs neceſſary : a fincere and 
earneſt concern, I mean, for the ſecuring theſe 
advantages to our poſterity too ; that they pe- 
riſh not in our hands, but be carefully tranſ- 
mitted by us to our children. And what 
method can be taken ſo natural, ſo neceſſary 
to reach this end, as a proper care of their 
education, and an early inſtilling into their 
tender minds thoſe right principles which 
may inſpire them with a like eſteem” for, per 


and reſolved adherence to them, as their moſt tus 
valuable treaſure? 34 end 

But what care in this important point of of 
family inſtruction might not with reaſon have Jud 
been expected from thoſe, who were once m 
in danger of being laid under diſagreeable reſ- br 


traints in this article; who were then ready 
enough to complain of ſuch reſtraints as un- 
reaſonable and unjuſt hardſhips; and who 
owe it to the ſeaſonable interpoſure of provi- 
dence, that they till enjoy herein their full 


liberty ? Need I add, from thoſe too, whoſe t 
athers were diſtinguiſhed by nothing more t 
than the ſeriouſneſs and piety of which they p 
o | | them- : 


(i) Gal. v. 1. 


Min 
themſelves made a profeſſion, and their dili- 
gence in the inſtruction of their houſholds, 
and the vigilant eye with which they attend 
ed to every part of their education? From 
theſe, how reaſonably might it be expected 
to find their families trained up in principles 
of ſertous religion; a reverence of a Deity, 
a regard to providence, an high eſteem of 
the goſpel of Jeſus, a veneration for the ho- 
ly ſcriptures, as a ſufficient and our only 
rule in all matters of faith, worſhip, and 
practice; and in ſome good meaſure, made 
acquainted, what truly is the religion of the 
bible ?- that in this way they would inſtil 
into them an early regard for the proteſtant 
religion, and an abhorrence and dread of po- 
fery, as the moſt groſs and inexcuſable cor- 
ruption of chriſtianity ?---that. while they teach, 
encourage, and aſſiſt their families in matters 


of religion to judge for themſelves, and to 


judge with impartiality and care, and recom- 
mend to them moderation and charity to their 


brethren, from whom they may differ; they 


at the ſame time never omit a ſerious endea- 
vour to impreſs their minds with an inward 
conviction of the reality and importance of re- 
ligious obligations ?---and that at the ſame time 
that they train them up in a high value for 
their civil liberties, they teach them loyalty 
too to our King, who under God is the great 
patron and detender of them, and zeal for 
the proteſtant ſucceſſion as ſettled in his or 

mily. 
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3 
mily ? But by whomſoever the moral aud 
religious inſtitution of their children is Neg 
lected, among theſe at leaſt we might expeq 
3 be always found. Such at |; 
d they alſo, negle& it, muſt be doubly 
Inexculable. © | 4 
| But is this then the care of the genera- 
ity? I ſpeak with reſpe& more eſpecially 10 
chaſe Bunte the 258 of whi g 
ptofeſſion of religion, and would be thought 
to diſtinguich themſelves in other reſpects by 
their regards to the rights and authority of 
conſcience. And are «a not with them, 
even with many of them, inexcuſable neglects 
in this moſt important article? Forgive 
me, Sirs, the plainneſs and freedom of this 
inquiry, The day I think naturally ſuggeſts 
it; and I wound to God, the ſtate of our 
religious intereſts rendered it leſs neceſſary, 
hat then is the prevailing plan of mo- 
dern education? To train up youth in the 
arts of making their way in life, and ad- 
vancing their fortunes according to their ſta- 
tions; to teach them betimes what is called 
to know the world, and to initiate them in 
eatly life in every faſhionable vanity and fol- 
ly; theſe are parts of education ſeldom for- 


otten, as if theſe were indeed of principal 
portance. But is there then an equal con- 
rern ſhown as to thoſe things which really 
ate of importance, the higheſt importance: 
their being taught to know God and _ 
ED elves, 


make 3 
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tlyes, and from their childhood trained up 
p ſtudy and reverence the holy ſcriptures ; 
n order to their being formed to a truly ſe- 
ous diſpoſition betimes? By how many are 
heſe things quite overlooked ? and by others 
they are but too ſlightly and curſorily attend- 
d to. And yet, a liberty to educate our 
children in the way our conſcience approves is 
rely a very different thing from a liberty to 
vl their education at our pleaſure, The 


3 by WW cnc is our undoubted right ;---but that can 
7 of ever give us a diſcharge from that which is 
em, aur as undoubted duty. 
ects And is this a time to ſeep, when we know 


the enemy taking advantage of our indolence 
; buſily ſowing bis tares (k)? The partiſans 
of infidelity are far from being remiſs in their 
Dur endeavours to unſettle the minds of men; 


ty. WW ind the emiſſaries of popery are yet much 
o- WT more diligent.---And what ſhall guard our 
he I youth againſt their artful and dangerous attacks? 
d- A reverence for the /criptures of truth early im- 


preſſed on their minds, and that upon a ratio- 
nal ground, founded on an acquaintance with 
the evidence of the truth of chriſtianity ; and 
lome good knowledge of the principles of ge- 
nuine chriſtianity as delivered there ; theſe no 
doubt would be of conſiderable ſervice, But 


- what hath the unprincipled unfurniſhed mind 
5 WT toreply to the ſpecious cavils of the one, or the 
: artful inſinuations of the other? or what 


guard hath he againſt the dangerous allure- 


D ments 
(1) Mat xiii. 25, 


1 28 1 

ments t6 vice, the ſeduction of evil compani. 

ons, and the power of eyilexamples, with which 

the preſent age ſo unhappily a unds 7— And 

755 this occaſion it cannot be unſeaſonable to 
d, that as on the one hand, every one 

3 oh to popery is ſo far corrupted as to 
5 loyalty to a «proteſt government; ſo on 
the other hand, infidelity and ſuperſtition, 
even that worſt of ſuperſtitions, pppery, not- 
Withſtanding the wide diſtance at which they 
appear from each other, yet have in rai 
a near connexion and a mutual influence 
you! more than is. commonly apprehended, 

nd in this view of things, not the intereſts 
of pure and undefiled religion only, but the 
civil intereſts of the ſtate alſo demand our 
better care, to form thoſe of the riſing age 
to knowledge and virtue, and an inward re- 
gard for religion : or I cannot but tremble 

r poſterity, our poor poſterity, in the ptoſ- 
pect of the natural conſequences of our con- 
tinued prevailing negligence. 

Once more we may, I think from this ſub- 
ject juſtly conclude, 

3» The obligations of the r1/ing generation, 
to receive with readineſs the religious inſtruc- 
tions their pious parents give them, and pay 
a proper deference to them, For why 1s it 
made the duty of the heads of families, why 


is it ſo expreſsly and fo often charged upon 
them, to initiate their houſholds in the true 
knowledge and fear of God ? Is it not, Fon 

cauſe 
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amuuſe the obligations of religion 


as if it were an indifferent matter, whether 
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are indeed 
common to children with their parents? becauſe 
God the univerſal parent, the ſovereign Lord 
of all hath an equal right to the regard and 
homage of the one; as of the other? and 
becauſe the parental authority over, and inte- 
reſt in the affection of, their offspring may 
be naturally expected to give a greater weight 
to whatſoever they recommend and incul- 
cate-?---But if for ſuch reaſons it be the un- 
deniable duty of the one to inſtruct; it can 
never be thought left to the others pleaſure, 


they attend to, reſpect, and comply with the 
inſtruction, or not. Their duty is a diligence 
and faithfulneſs in teaching; yours is as evi- 
dently, to be ready to learn and receive in- 
ſtruction. Hear, ye children, the inſtruction 
of a father, and attend to hnow under land- 
ing. I give you good counſel, forſake ye not 
my law (I). My fon keep thy fathers com- 
mandment, and forſake not the law of thy mo- 
ther. Take faſt hold of inſtruction, let her not 
go; Keep ber, for ſhe is thy liſe (m). To this 
purpoſe were the calls of wiſdom formerly ad- 
dreſſed to the young. And the young ſtill 
have a common concern in the general rea- 
ſons on which they are founded. 

1 am very far from deſigning here to re- 
commend a blind and implicit adherence to e- 
very 2 religious inſtruction, without 

D 2 daring 


(h) Prov, iv, 1, 2, 12 (m) Ibid ch. vi. 20. 


dating to examine into it, and inquire for 
yourſel ves: as if it muſt therefore certainly 
be divine and fundamental, becauſe it was re- 


ceived by tradition from your fathers.— But 


this you owe to them, you owe it even to 
yourſelves, that you be not raſb and haſty in 
rejecting what they taught you as ſacred truth, 
without examination and enquiry, and that a 
careful and impartial one; not upon every 
appearance of an objection againſt it, little, 
it may be, and trifling in itſelf, and to which 
it is your ignorance or want of attention on- 
ly that gives any weight; much leſs that you 
forſake the good ways wherein they trained 
you up on motives purely external, from a re- 
gard to temporal convenience and advantage, 
or to comply with the examples of others. 
Upon nothing ſhort of a real conviction of 
their having been miſtaken ſhould you deſert 
them. And therefore, if in any inſtances of 
a lower nature, you may ſee reaſon to depart 
from them, (till ſhould you never aHow your- 
ſelves to diſregard thoſe ſerious inſtructions of 
theirs, wherein they called upon you to know 
the God of your fathers (n), to acknowledge 
and avouch him for your God, to give up 
yourſelves to him in covenant through his Son, 
as they did before you; and thereupon to ſerve 
him with an upright, a perfect beart, and with 
a willing mind : for in theſe things they built 


upon ſolid foundations; nor were they, I had 
wy" 


(n) 1 Chron, xxvill, 93 


r, 


[29] 


almoſt ſaid, they could not be, herein deceived. 


To inſtructions of this order is that obſerva- 
tion of the wife man moſt juſtly applicable, 
that they that refuſe inſtruction deſpiſe their own 


fouls (o); and though it be often from a vain 


conceit of their own ſuperior wiſdum that they 
act this part, they will in the end be found a- 
mong the worſt of fools. | 

But they are much better things we hope of = 


you, brethren (p). We rejoyce and give thanks 


to God, that we have ſuch good grounds for 
this better in your favour, Your ready 
and generous ſupport of the ſervice carried'on 
in this place on the mornings of our returning 
Lord's-days, in which ſo many of you in 
early life freely concur, is remembered with 
peculiar pleaſure; as it ſhews you not aſhamed. 
to profeſs your high regard for religion and 

the divine worſhip, even in an age, wherein 
ſo many take a pride in treating-it with con- 
tempt.— Go on, my friends; and let your af- 
ter conduct anſwer to theſe promiſing begin- 
nings. Account it your glory to be diſtin- 
guiſhed by a ſteady adherence to the goſpel of 
the bleſſed Jeſus ; to the religion of the bible, 


the only religion of proteſtants ; to the cauſe 
of truth and righteouſheſs, of liberty and ſe- 


rious godlineſs: however you may ſee them 
diſregarded or diſcountenanced by multitudes 
around you, Make it your conſtant care to 
walk worthy of ſuch a profeſſion by. abound- 

| ing 
(o) Prov. xv, 32, (p) Heb. vi. . 


ing in all the fruits of beer ee 32 
your profiting in every branch of a ap: pic | 
catholic, and uſeful, ſpirit appear uno 
men. Tread in the iteps of the conſcientic 
uptightneſs of your pious ancaltars,; fll g 
their places in the church as well as in th 
world, when they ſhall Sts, in the du 
and bear to all aronnd you, $0 thoſe w 
{ball be cifing up to ſucceed you, a like honoy 
able teſtimony. for God and religion in yc 
day, to what you have ſo often heard, fan 
2 Parents in theirs And may it he 
nour to be, under God, the happy le 
ments of preſerving religion, how. cl ſoent 
appearing on the decline at preſent, from being 
yet entirely loſt from a degenerate age; ande 
tranſmitting down to diſtant poſterity thoſe it 
valuable bleſſings of a ſcriptural religion ag 
civil liberty, in the preſervation of , which. v 
now rejoice | That ſo they in their, age mel 
Have reaſon, in the review of the providences 
of this day, to joyn in like thankfol e 
with thoſe in which we unite this mornigg: 
Blaſed be the Lord, theGod of aur ſaluztian;(a) 
who only doth wondrous things] and 'blefſed 
is glorious name. For ever And let 
whole earth be filled with bis guy () 4 * 
and Amen. 
00 Pal. Ixviii. A. eh Phu, bail ny 16, 
Ar- ; 7 „ 5 
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